The Truth about Ownership

(Different than giving, being humble, and being grateful, all of which we cover in future lessons)
Your Stuff
You own a lot of stuff.  Think about how much stuff is in your room.  In fact, go through your closet and count how many shirts you own.  Count how many songs you have on itunes.  Count how many apps you how on your phone.  Whether virtual or physical, you have a lot of stuff!
Having stuff isn’t bad.  It’s our perspective about our stuff that’s important.  So what’s your perspective about your stuff?
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Perspective
Luke 12:15 – Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
Compare your own mentality about your stuff to the warning issued by this verse.  Jesus said that life’s worth is not measured by “an abundance of possessions.”  Do you believe Him?  Don’t regurgitate a church answer here.  Pause and think about what you truly value deep inside yourself.  Are you completely convinced of this claim Jesus makes?  Completely?  Think about it.
This is an entirely different perspective than our culture’s capitalistic obsession with personal wealth acquisition.  We are taught to accumulate as much as we can for as long as we can.  The next time you watch your favorite show, keep a tally of how many different products the commercials try to sell you.
Ecclesiastes 5:10 – Whoever loves money never has enough; 
  	 whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.
Don’t ponder whether or not your believe this to be hypothetically true for someone with great wealth.  Think about whether or not it’s true about YOU.  You already have a lot of stuff, right?  But are there songs you still want to buy?  Are there things you still ask for on your birthday or Christmas list?  Can you personally connect with the truth of this verse?
Remember, asking for new stuff and saving money to buy it isn’t bad in and of itself.  It’s all about your perspective.All your stuff is so temporary.  But is spending time enjoying your stuff more important to you than spending time with your God?  Do you value your relationship with God as much as you do your relationship with your stuff?  Think about it.  What are your real priorities inside your own mind away from Ozone leaders and church answers?

Ownership of Something Eternal
As mentioned, you own many temporal things (both virtual and physical).  All your stuff is temporary.  But do you own something eternal?  Do you own your relationship with God?  Is that relationship fully yours?
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 – Now it is God who … 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
1 Corinthians 6:19b-20 – You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price.
God took ownership of you.  Have you taken ownership of your relationship with Him?  Think about what mentalities need to change in order for you to take more ownership of your faith, to take it more seriously, to make it more a priority, to make its impact more pervasive/consistent.
This is supposed to be an introspective lesson.  So take advantage.  Think introspectively about what you really think, what you really believe, what you really value, and what really needs to change about those things.

Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve
Romans 12:2a – Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Be introspective.  In what way do YOU still need to be transformed?  With what mentality are you conforming?  With what thing?  What possession are you holding on to tighter than you’re holding on to the eternal?
Why do we ask?  Because the reality of this life is that, whether you realize it or not, you will serve something.  Will you serve the only thing that has your best interest in mind?
Joshua 24:15a – But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…
Don’t serve your stuff.  It doesn’t have your best interests in mind.  Don’t serve your love of stuff.  It doesn’t have your best interests in mind.  Don’t serve materialism (which is designed to get other people rich when you buy their stuff).  It doesn’t have your best interests in mind.  Don’t serve something temporal.  Serve something different.  Serve something eternal.  Serve something way beyond yourself.
In conclusion, what’s your perspective on ownership?  Do you have a healthy view of ownership?  Do you have a biblical view of ownership?  Be introspective.  What do you need God to transform?
