The Truth about Creation

The Prominence of Creativity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other than love, creativity is perhaps God’s most pervasive characteristic.  It’s perhaps His most prevalent.  It’s perhaps His most obvious.  It’s perhaps His most overwhelming.  Creativity is God’s trademark.  It’s His signature invention.  It’s His ultimate fingerprint.  If God’s love motivated all that we see, then His creativity is what constructed it.  Given the revelation of His word and the observation of His universe, we are left with no surer conclusion about God than the fact that He’s creative.  VERY creative.VERY, VERY, VERY creative.
Solar photos:
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,2048103_2235065,00.html
And all that is JUSTour ONE star.  And there are 9 sextillion stars (9 x 1021)…of which we’re aware.  On just our own planet, there are 10,000 different species of animals discovered EACH YEAR…with almost 50 million known animal species cataloged to date.  And that’s just on this ONE floating rock.

Creativity and…Conflict?
And does all this creativity conflict with science???  No.  It does not.  In fact, scriptural understandings of the constant creative force of God are consistent with scientific observations:
Psalm 104:2 – The LORD wraps himself in light as with a garment; 
  	 he stretches out the heavens like a tent
See this article for additional scriptures suggesting that God rolled out the heavens as our leading scientists also advocate (this is included for the verse references, not for its creationist arguments):
http://creationists.org/God-streched-out-the-universe-bible-verses.html

As mentioned, these ancient scriptures are consistent with stars moving outward into universe.  See these articles for details:
http://map.gsfc.nasa.gov/universe/uni_expansion.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/universe-expanding.html
In concluding that there is a lack of conflict between biblical faith and modern science, one must address the elephant in the room of evolution.  As we’ve discussed before, Christians often pick this battle…but it’s the wrong one to pick.  God may well have created the world in 6 literal days…or He may have created the world in phases…which would appear to us looking backwards as evolutionary.  How long were those first 3 days without a sun, anyway (Genesis 1:14-19, Psalm 90:4, 2 Peter 3:8)?Either way, that does not delegitimize the Genesis account of creation.  What’s important is that God created all that has been created, doing so with intention and purpose.  The Bible teaches that God gives and takes away (Job 1:21), so why would it be difficult to also speculate that He does so with His creation, as well(through extinction and divinely guided progressive creation)?
For your reference, here is a short, 3-minute videoproduced by Christians (who also happen to be scientists) on the harmony between evolutionary theory and the biblical view of God creating (excerpts might be appropriate to show to your HS kids, but we don’t want to make evolution the focus since, AGAIN, that’s not the issue):
http://biologos.org/blog/an-unfolding-creation
Also, here is a Did Darwin Kill God video/documentary (1 hour long):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEwrkjTbWgU
We therefore need to un-limit our vision of how comprehensive God’s domain is; how far-reaching his sovereignty extends.  God is the God of science.Therefore, sincere scientific discovery NEVER contradicts Biblically informed faith.  It is only the INTERPRETATIONS of discoveries that can conflict with certain interpretations of faith.  Let us not fall off the wagon on either side, thus becoming…
2 Timothy 3:7 – “always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth.”




Three Truths about God’s Creativity
1 –God has created all that has been created.
Isaiah 40:26 – Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 
 	  Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one 
   and calls forth each of them by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, 
   not one of them is missing.
Hebrews 4:13 – “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
1 Corinthians 1:17–  “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  
Also, especially relating to life sciences (such as biology), we should consider 1 Timothy 6:1, which says “In the sight of God, who gives life to everything.”
For your reference, here are 2 separate interviews ofFrancis Collins (leading geneticist, founder of http://biologos.org/, author of The Language of God) on the Colbert Report (6 minutes long & 5 minutes long respectively):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIbjG5v9DsE
http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/250628/october-01-2009/francis-collins

2 –God creates new things.
Psalm 102:18 – Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet created may praise the LORD
Psalm 139:13 – For you created my inmost being; 
   	you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
Isaiah 43:19 – See, I am doing a new thing! 
 	  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
Isaiah 65:17 – Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.
3 –God wants to create new things in you.
Revelation 1:8 – "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and **who is to come**, the Almighty."
A chief characteristic of God being "the Alpha" does not just mean that He was only the initial beginning (and therefore just very, very old). It also means that a defining, distinctive characteristic of His is that He, as the Alpha, constantly begins new things.
Psalm 51:10 – Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
   	and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
In what ways can God begin new things in your life? In what ways can God be He “who is to come” in your life? In what ways (and where) does Jesus still need to come in your life? Perhaps pausing and thinking about these verses, as well as about potential answers to some of these questions, will enlighten us to new perspectives for this new year. 
Indeed, what if we had a new perspective on God that allowed Him to do even more new things in our lives? That allowed Him to do new things THROUGH our lives? What, then, would our new year hold? I don’t know……because IT WOULD BE NEW. Are you willing to serve God in new ways this new year? By knowing Him in new ways? Let’s search back through all these questions. We have much to consider as this new sun rises. And before moving on in our new year, consider it we should.
2 Corinthians 5:17 – Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!




